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service not only to the Shah's domains, but also round
the coast of Arabia. In the big city building they told
me it was the off-season for pilgrim traffic, but if I did
not mind first voyaging up the Persian Gulf the Islamic
would within a few days be leaving for Jeddah.

"Will the food on board be prepared according to
Mahomedan law or must I make my own arrange-
ments? "

"You need not worry/' replied the surprised clerk,
"there is a Moslem cook on each of our ships/'

This information proved that the culinary supremacy
my co-religionists possess throughout Hindustan persists
even in its surrounding waters. Though few people
know it, almost all the meat eaten in India, by Europeans
as well as by Asiatics, is prepared in Moslem slaughter-
houses.

An opportunity to see many rarely-accessible ports
along the Persian Gulf seemed an attraction, so, having
taken a look at the ship and found her an old but fairly
large and quite well-fitted iron cargo steamer, I booked.
Plates of extraordinary thickness covered the hull as
a kind of armour, a precaution whose meaning I only
discovered later*

Leave-taking from the Shah Jehan Palace was in my
case more than the mere departure of a hotel guest.
Jusuf Shah had been a real friend, and when I finally
followed my luggage into a cab, the Syed handed me a
parcel.

"This is a prayer-mat," he said; "use it at Mecca,
and when you do so, remember me/'